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27 August 2020 

Dear Cabinet Secretary, 

Health Protection (Coronavirus) (International Travel) (Scotland) Regulations 
2020 

I refer to your appearance before the Committee this week to move a number of the 
Health Protection (Coronavirus) (International Travel) (Scotland) Regulations 2020.  
The Committee has asked that I follow up with you on some of the issues that were 
covered in the debate and also set out the various pieces of information you kindly 
offered to supply.   

There was a degree of confusion around the purpose and numbers of people who 
are required to quarantine and the extent of follow up by Public Health Scotland.  
The Committee noted these are emergency regulations to address what you earlier 
described as being “the greatest risk of infection is from travellers arriving in 
Scotland carrying the virus.”   Given the use of emergency legislation powers and the 
level of risk described by you the Committee were surprised at both the amount of 
follow up and enforcement activity as well as the lack of such data.  The Committee 
had anticipated also that data would be available covering the health of those in 
quarantine.  You did however indicate on Tuesday that the numbers being followed 
up provides “a good indication”.  

Could you/ 
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Could you elaborate on what is meant above by “a good indication”, perhaps 
including detail of the areas in which this assists consideration.  Please also confirm 
the actual numbers of people followed up and contacted directly by Public Health 
Scotland each week since regulations came into force. 

Equally there was a measure of confusion over the role of Police Scotland in the 
enforcement process and in the way in which they are accountable to Parliament for 
their activities.  Can you provide the number of reports to the police in relation to 
Quarantine issues and details of the actions they have taken.  If you are able to 
provide these details covering each week the regulations have been in force that 
would be helpful.   

The Committee’s understanding is that Police Scotland are responsible and 
accountable to Parliament directly through yourself as Cabinet Secretary, it would be 
helpful if you would confirm that is also your view. 

In relation to those in quarantine the Committee are interested in the numbers who 
have developed symptoms of Covid-19 and how many have returned a positive test.  
Can you provide these figures alongside details of the countries from which the 
person arrived/returned. 

There was also discussion about the prospect of taking a more regional approach to 
the inclusion and removal of countries from the exempt list.  The Committee would 
urge further consideration to such a policy being adopted and welcome further detail 
on how that could be achieved.   

In relation to Spain you confirmed that for at least the 14-day period to 23 July the 
data on point prevalence you had available showed levels of infection at an 
equivalent level to Scotland.  Given that confirmation can you indicate over what 
period the point prevalence for Spain had risen leading to the decision on 25 July to 
remove Spain from the exempt list? 

The Committee welcomes that you undertook to consider any further steps the 
Scottish Government could take to allow Parliament to increase its scrutiny of the 
quarantine regulations and look forward to detail of how that might be achieved.  
Equally it would be helpful if you could elaborate on your thinking as to the nature of 
the health emergency that requires additions to the exempt list to be made before 
Parliamentary scrutiny takes place.  

You offered to provide numbers covering those arriving in Scotland by ferry, in so 
providing could you show and include those arriving at other UK ports by ferry or 
through the Channel Tunnel 

As I indicated during the session if there is data or information we are seeking which 
is considered to be confidential we would be content to receive it on that basis. 

Finally we look forward to publication of the equality impact assessments for each of 
the regulations laid to date which I understand will be during this week. 

Given/ 



Given the nature of these regulations and the necessary frequent changes that are 
required the Committee would welcome a response to this letter by 3 September. 
2020.  

Yours sincerely 

 

 

Lewis Macdonald 
Convener, Health and Sport Committee  
 
 


